The Society for
Biotechnology, Japan

The Society for Biotechnology, Japan (SBJ) shall strive to deepen our understanding of
various forms of life and use their abilities to contribute to realizing a prosperous, safe,
and sustainable society.

About biotechnology
Biotechnology is an academic field for solving various problems in our lives, such as those
concerning food, medical care, the environment, and energy, through the use of microbes, animal
and plant cells. It includes diverse research fields from the basics life science to applied studies.
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The activities of the Society
for Biotechnology, Japan
The Society for Biotechnology, Japan (SBJ), formerly the Osaka Brewing Society and the Society of
Fermentation Technology, Japan, is an academic society with 90 years of history ,as well as approximately
3,200 individual members and 250 institutional and supporting members. As a world-leading academic
society in the field of biotechnology, SBJ strives to promote exchanges between members, disseminate
information to the public, and apply its findings to industries with cooperation among the industry,
government, and academia.

Publications of academic journals
and scientific books
Journal of Bioscience and Bioengineering (published in English)
SBJ annually publishes the Journal of Bioscience and Bioengineering in two volumes(12 issues),
containing approximately 220 papers, on 1,300 pages. The journal, composed of original papers,
notes, and review articles, has an internationally high reputation (Impact factor in 2010: 1.707).
Individual members have free online access to the digital edition of all papers published in the
Journal of Bioscience and Bioengineering (JBB) back to Vol.64 (1986).

Seibutsu-kogaku Kaishi (published in Japanese)
SBJ annually publishes the Seibutsu-kogaku Kaishi journal in one volume, 12 issues, on
approximately 700 pages. The journal, composed of original papers, review articles, feature articles,
serials, “Biomedia” that introduces the latest topics, and news on the SBJ branch activities, is
published with the aim to disseminate information in the field of biotechnology and exchange
information between SBJ members. Many of the articles can be viewed for free on the SBJ website.

Books

Career Path—Paths for biotechnology researchers—
For students, postdoctoral
fellows, and young researchers.

Sixty stories on the biotechnology for creating the future
From sake brewing to regenerative therapy.

The development of fermentation engineering in the
20th century—Tracing biotechnology to its origin—

Biotechnology experiment
manual for students.

Biotechnology handbook
This book describes the
fields covered by biotechnology.

In commemoration of its 90th anniversary, SBJ published the following three books:
“Great adventures in biotechnology (preliminary title)”
This book is designed to explain the appeal of biotechnology to junior
and senior high school students as well as the general public.

“A basic course on biotechnology - various topics in biotechnology -”
This book provides basic knowledge as well as behind-the-scenes
stories in the field of biotechnology.

“Biochemical engineering drill”
This book is designed to help university and graduate students learn
the basics of biochemical engineering.
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Annual meeting
The annual meeting is held in autumn
for three days covering approximately 650 topics.
About 1,300 people participate in the meeting.
General lectures

Public forum

Award lectures

Exhibition

Special lectures

Social gatherings

Symposium

Awards for research achievements
SBJ annually presents awards to members who have contributed to the progress and promotion of biotechnology.
Society Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

Achievement Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

Meritorious Service Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

Encouragement Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

Technical Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

(Eda Award, Saito Award, Terui Award)

Young Asian Biotechnologist Prize

Excellent Paper Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

Excellent Student Award of the Society for Biotechnology, Japan

DaSilva Award

Academic lectures / symposiums
SBJ lecture meetings
SBJ annually holds a lecture meeting in May on biotechnology related topics.
2012 in Osaka

1. Maritime affairs and fisheries policy after the Tôhoku
earthquake and tsunami
2. Aftermath of the Tôhoku earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
accident, and reconstruction measures
3. Accessibility technologies and aging society

2011 in Tokyo

1. The danger of animal-borne virus infection
2. Honda’s DNA: challenge, creation, and innovation
3. The brain and innovation

Biotechnology technical seminar
SBJ annually holds a seminar on biotechnology. The seminars are led by specialists from the industry, academia, and
government in connection to the main topic.
2011 in Tokyo

The latest screening technologies for drug development

2010 in Hiroshima

Yeasts are used not only for sake—various abilities of yeasts—

Gatherings of young bioengineering researchers
For over 45 years since 1967, SBJ has provided places facilitating the exchange of biotechnology information between
young researchers and students.
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Annual “summer seminar” in July
Biotechnology forums on the Internet

Other activities
Educational/promotional activities
concerning biotechnology
Board of biotechnological education
Publishing introductory textbooks, holding symposiums, and
conducting other activities

Japan Accreditation Board for Engineering Education
(JABEE)

SBJ is responsible for managing the field of biotechnology
in JABEE.

Visiting classes and seminars for high school students

Visiting class in a high school

International exchange activities
Exchanges with academic societies in Asian countries
Since 1998, SBJ has had an academic exchange agreement with the Korean Society for
Biotechnology and Bioengineering (KSBB) in South Korea.

Asian Federation of Biotechnology (AFOB)
Young Asian Biotechnologist Prize
The DaSilva Award
This award was established through a donation of the late Professor Edgar J. DaSilva,
the former director of the Division of Life Sciences in UNESCO.

Work groups
Kita-Nihon Branch
(Northern Japan Branch)

Conducting activities in 15 fields of study (as of January 2012)
Holding lecture meetings, symposiums, and workshops

Conducting activities through six SBJ branches in Japan
Branch lecture meetings
Local branches hold local conferences and symposiums.
Fermentation science lecture meeting
Held twice a year, these meeting offer lectures
on fermentation science, a factory tour,
and social gathering at a sake brewery
in winter and at a beer brewery in summer.

Chubu Branch
(Central Japan Branch)

Kansai Branch
(Kansai Branch)
Higashi-Nihon Branch
(Eastern Japan Branch)

Kyushu Branch
(Kyushu Branch)
Nishi-Nihon Branch
(Western Japan Branch)
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Invitation to join SBJ
SBJ aims to contribute to the development of science, technologies, and public welfare by promoting research and
development, education, academia-industry cooperation, personal exchanges, and international cooperation in the
field of biotechnology. To achieve these goals, we need the support of people from a wide range of fields. We
invite you to join us.

Member benefits
① Free subscription to the print edition of Seibutsu-kogaku Kaishi (12 issues a year)
② [Individual members]: Free online access to the digital edition of the Journal and Bioscience and
Bioengineering and discounted subscription to its print edition (5,000 yen/year for 12 issues)
③ [Institutional/supporting members]: Free subscription to the print edition of the Journal of Bioscience and
Bioengineering (Supporting members also receive an invitation to the annual meeting and its proceeding)
④ Eligibility to make presentations at the annual meeting
⑤ Participation in the annual meeting as well as symposiums, lecture meetings, workshops, seminars, and
social gatherings held or supported by the SBJ.
⑥ Eligibility to receive SBJ awards

How to apply for SBJ membership
You can apply for SBJ membership by filling out the “membership application form” on the SBJ website
(http://www/sbj.or.jp).

Membership fees

(No admission fee)

Full member:

9,800 yen

Student member:

5,000 yen

Overseas member:

12,000 yen

Institutional member:

30,000 yen

Supporting member:

50,000 yen
per unit

(one unit at minimum)

Main office
The Society for Biotechnology, Japan
c/o Faculty of Engineering, Osaka University
2-1 Yamadaoka, Suita, Osaka 565-0871, Japan
Tel.:

06-6876-2731 (direct number)
06-6877-5111 (extension 3449)

Fax:

06-6879-2034

E-mail:

info@sbj.or.jp

URL:

http://www.sbj.or.jp/

Members

(as of November 2011)

Individual members ………………………………………………… 3,199
Full members ………………………………………………………… 2,347
Student members………………………………………………………… 790
Overseas members ……………………………………………………… 40
Advisory members / honorary members /
distinguished service members ……………………………… 22
Institutional members …………………………………………………… 149
Supporting members ……………………………………………………… 118

